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1
INPUT RECEIVER AND ELECTRONIC
DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-001654,
filed on Jan. 6, 2012, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD

An embodiment described herein relates generally to an
input receiver and an electronic device.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally known is an input receiver with a plurality
of keys exposed through an opening provided on a wall por-
tion.

For aninputreceiver of this type, it is desirable that the ease
of key typing be not impaired even when the unit is down-
sized.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A general architecture that implements the various features
of the invention will now be described with reference to the
drawings. The drawings and the associated descriptions are
provided to illustrate embodiments of the invention and not to
limit the scope of the invention.

FIG. 1 is an exemplary perspective view of an input
receiver according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary plan view ofthe input receiver in the
first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary plan view of a wall portion of the
input receiver in the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary perspective view of the wall portion
of the input receiver in the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is an exemplary perspective view of the wall portion
of the input receiver as viewed from an angle different from
that in FIG. 4, in the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is an exemplary perspective view of a portion of the
wall portion of the input receiver in the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is an exemplary perspective view of another portion
of the wall portion of the input receiver, which is different
from that in FIG. 6, in the first embodiment;

FIG. 8 is an exemplary plan view of a key module of the
input receiver in the first embodiment;

FIG. 9 is an exemplary perspective view of an electronic
device to which the input receiver is not attached, in the first
embodiment;

FIG. 10 is an exemplary perspective view of the electronic
device to which the input receiver is attached, in the first
embodiment;

FIG. 11 is an exemplary cross-sectional view taken along
the line XI-XI in FIG. 10, in the first embodiment;

FIG. 12 is an exemplary perspective view of a portion of the
wall portion of the input receiver as viewed from behind, in
the first embodiment;

FIG. 13 is an exemplary plan view of a portion of the wall
portion ofthe input receiver as viewed from behind, in the first
embodiment;

FIG. 14 is an exemplary plan view of a portion of the wall
portion of the input receiver in FIG. 13 from which a substrate
is removed, in the first embodiment; and
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2

FIG. 15 is an exemplary perspective view of an input
receiver according to a modification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In general, according to one embodiment, an input receiver
comprises: a cover; a key module; a detector; and a button.
The cover comprises: one end; and other end provided with a
first opening. A second opening is close to a side of the one
end. A first supporting surface is close to a side of the other
end. A recess is between the second opening and the first
supporting surface. A second supporting surface is configured
to be aligned with the recess in a direction intersecting a
direction in which the second opening and the first supporting
surface are aligned. The key module comprises: a first area
comprising a plurality of first keys separated from one
another at a first pitch along a longer direction; and a second
area configured to align with the first area in the longer direc-
tion, and comprising second keys separated from surrounding
keys at a second pitch shorter than the first pitch along the
longer direction. The key module is configured to be in con-
tact with the cover at a position where the first keys and the
second keys are exposed through the second opening. The
detector is configured to be aligned with the key module in a
direction in which the second opening and the first supporting
surface are aligned. A detecting area capable of detecting an
external input operation is covered with a portion of the first
supporting surface and a portion of the second supporting
surface. A receiving portion, which is capable of receiving an
external input operation, is exposed from the first opening. A
support portion configured to support the receiving portion is
configured to be covered with the detector.

In each of the drawings, directions (an X direction, a Y
direction, and a Z direction) are indicated for convenience.
The X direction is a longer direction of a key module, the Y
direction is a shorter direction of the key module, and the Z
direction is a frontal direction (an upper direction or an in/out
direction) of the key module. The X direction, the Y direction,
and the Z direction are orthogonal to one another.

In a first embodiment in the following, a so-called note-
book personal computer is exemplified as an electronic
device. However, the electronic device according to the first
embodiment only needs to be configured so that an input
receiver is mountable thereto (able to be integrated there-
with), and is not limited to the notebook.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1 and 2, an input receiver 1 comprises a wall portion 2
(a first wall portion, a supporting member, a first member, a
housing member, a housing, a cover portion, or a housing
cover) and a key module 3 (an input device, an operation input
module, or an input module). On the wall portion 2, an open-
ing 2a (arecess, a second opening, or a first receiving portion)
is provided. The key module 3 is attached to the wall portion
2 50 as to be accommodated in the opening 2a. Under this
condition, a plurality of keys 3a of the key module 3 are
exposed through the opening 2a.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1 to 4, the wall portion 2 is formed in a quadrangular
shape (arectangular shape, as an example, in the first embodi-
ment). The wall portion 2 comprises, in a planar view (a
frontal view in FIG. 2), four end portions 2¢ to 2f (sides or
edge portions) and four corners 2g to 2j (protruding portions,
rounded portions, or end portions). The end portions 2¢ and
2e are both ends of the wall portion 2 in the shorter direction
and are examples of longer sides. The end portions 2d and 2f°
are both ends of the wall portion 2 in the longer direction and
are examples of shorter sides. The end portions 2¢ and 2e
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extend between the end portions 24 and 2f and intersect
(orthogonally, as an example, in the first embodiment) with
the end portions 2d and 2f. The end portions 2d and 2f'extend
between the end portions 2¢ and 2e and intersect (orthogo-
nally, as an example, in the first embodiment) with the end
portions 2¢ and 2e.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 3 and 4, the opening 24 in a quadrangular shape (a
rectangular shape, as an example, in the first embodiment) is
provided on the wall portion 2. The opening 2a is positioned
close to the end portion 2¢ on one end side of the wall portion
2 in the shorter direction (upper side in FIGS. 1 to 4), and is
constructed as a recess extending between the end portions 2d
and 2f. On the end portions 2d and 2f on both sides of the
opening 2a in the longer direction, wall portions 2% and 2m
(side walls) are provided. The wall portions 2k and 2m have an
approximately uniform height and extend along the end por-
tions 24 and 2f, respectively. On the back side of the opening
2a, a wall portion 25 is provided. The wall portion 25 (a
bottom wall) is provided in a tabular shape extending between
the wall portions 2% and 2m (between the end portions 24 and
2/1).

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1to 4, a surface 20 (a first supporting surface portion or
a surface portion) in a quadrangular shape (a rectangular
shape, as an example, in the first embodiment) is provided
close to the end portion 2e on the other end side of the wall
portion 2 in the shorter direction (lower side in FIGS. 1 to 3).
The surface 20 extends between the end portions 2d and 2fin
an elongated belt-like shape along the end portion 2e. At a
center of the surface 20 in the longer direction (the X direc-
tion), a square shaped operation input module 20a (an input
module) is provided. The operation input module 20a com-
prises a touch pad 205 (an operation input module, a pointing
device, a receiving surface, or a second receiving module) in
a quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as an example, in
the first embodiment) positioned on the opening 2a side (on
the end portion 2¢ side), and a plurality of click buttons 20¢
(operation input modules or buttons) in a quadrangular shape
(arectangular shape, as an example, in the first embodiment)
positioned on the side opposite the opening 2a (on the end
portion 2e side opposite the end portion 2¢). The click buttons
20c¢ (two buttons, as an example, in the first embodiment) are
arranged so as to be aligned along the end portion 2e. The
width of the portion of the surface 20 corresponding to the
operation input module 20a (the length along an up/down
direction in FIGS. 2 and 3) is wider than those of the other
portions (the portions on both end sides in the longer direc-
tion). The surface 20 projects towards the end portion 2¢ side
(the opening 2a side) at the portion corresponding to the
operation input module 20a (the touch pad 205). Accordingly,
in the first embodiment, as an example, as also illustrated in
FIGS. 5 to 7, a projecting portion 215 projecting towards the
end portion 2¢ side at awall portion 21a of a boundary portion
21 between the surface 20 and the opening 2a is provided. The
surface (a face, a top surface, or an outer surface) of the wall
portion 21a can be constructed as an inclined plane (a slant
face or a curved surface). In the first embodiment, as an
example, the surface of the wall portion 21a corresponding to
groove portions 207/ and 20% is formed as an inclined plane.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1to 4, on both sides of the operation input module 20a
of the surface 20 (on both end sides in the longer direction),
palm rests 204 (placement portions) are provided. The palm
rests 204 are portions on which a user of the key module 3 or
an electronic device 10 (see FIG. 10) places his/her hands and
wrists, and are constructed in a planar shape (a plate-like
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shape). However, on the end portions 24 and 2fand the cor-
ners 2/ and 2i of the palm rests 204, curved portions are
provided. The surface 20 is generally formed in a bulged
shape bulging towards the central portion away from the end
portions 2d to 2f'and the corners 2/ and 2i in the frontal view.
However, the curved portions can only be at the portions of
the end portions 2d to 2f'and the corners 2/ and 2i, and the
central portion side except for the end portions 24 to 2fand the
corners 2/ and 2i in the frontal view can be formed in a planar
shape. The operation input module 20a may comprise the
touch pad 204 along a planar surface and the click buttons 20c¢
along a curved surface.

As in the foregoing, in the first embodiment, as an example,
as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the wall portion 2 comprises:
a first part 2A in a quadrangular shape in frontal view (a
rectangular shape, as an example, in the first embodiment)
positioned close to the end portion 2e and provided with the
surface 20; a second part 2B in a quadrangular shape in frontal
view (a rectangular shape, as an example, in the first embodi-
ment) positioned close to the end portion 2¢ and provided
with the opening 2a; and the boundary portion 21 between the
first part 2A and the second part 2B.

In such a configuration, in the first embodiment, as an
example, as also illustrated in FIG. 11, a surface 21¢ (asecond
surface) of the boundary portion 21 and a top portion 2z (an
end portion, an upper end portion, or a top surface) of the
second part 2B are positioned at about the same height in a
thickness direction of the input receiver 1 (the Z direction).
The position of the surface 20 in the thickness direction is
higher than the positions of the surface 21¢ and the top portion
2n. In other words, the surface 20, i.e. the first part 2A,
projects in the thickness direction of the input receiver 1 as
compared with the second part 2B. The wall portion 25 posi-
tioned at the bottom of the opening 2a is lower than the
positions of the surface 21¢ and the top portion 2z. In other
words, the opening 2a is recessed to the side opposite the
surface 20 in the thickness direction. The boundary portion 21
can be referred to as a stepped portion (a step). In the first
embodiment, as an example, because the boundary portion 21
extending between the end portions 24 and 2falong the longer
direction is constructed as a stepped portion between the first
part 2A and the second part 2B, the second moment of area of
the wall portion 2 at the boundary portion 21 is more likely to
increase, whereby the rigidity of the wall portion 2 is likely to
be improved. More specifically, in the first embodiment, as an
example, the boundary portion 21 serves as a beam extending
between the end portions 2d and 2falong the longer direction.
As illustrated in FIG. 11, the top portions of the keys 3a and
the surface 20 are positioned at about the same height in the
thickness direction of the input receiver 1 (the Z direction).
Consequently, as an example, the user can easily operate the
keys 3a in a condition where his/her hands and wrists are
placed on the surface 20.

In the first embodiment, as an example, the second part 2B
where the key module 3 is mounted can be constructed to be
lower than the first part 2A. Accordingly, in the first embodi-
ment, as an example, as illustrated in FIG. 11, because the
keys 3a close to (facing) the end portions 2d and 2f project
higher (in the thickness direction) than the wall portions 2%
and 2m of the second part 2B, the wall portions 2k and 2m are
not likely to interfere with the input operation (a pressing
operation or depressing) of the keys 3a. Consequently, as an
example, even when the keys 3a close to (facing) the end
portions 2d and 2f are made smaller, the operability of the
keys 3a is likely to be ensured.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 5 to 7, the boundary portion 21 is provided with the
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wall portion 21a. As described above, in the first embodiment,
as an example, the portion of the wall portion 21a correspond-
ing to the operation input module 20a (the touch pad 205) is
provided with the projecting portion 215. In the first embodi-
ment, as an example, the rigidity of the wall portion 2 at the
boundary portion 21 is likely to be increased because of the
projecting portion 2156 as compared with the case where the
boundary portion 21 is formed linearly without the projecting
portion 214.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1 to 6, on the end portion 24 side of the boundary
portion 21, a cutout portion 27 where an edge portion 2p of the
opening 2a is recessed towards the end portion 2e side is
provided. As illustrated in FIG. 8, corresponding to the cutout
portion 27, a projecting portion 3% is provided to the key
module 3. In the projecting portion 3%, keys 3a3 (3a) are also
positioned. In accordance with the first embodiment, as an
example, providing the cutout portion 2 makes the keys 3a
(or an area to place the keys 3a) expand towards the end
portion 2e side, whereby the key module 3, eventually the
input receiver 1, is likely to be prevented from expanding in
the longer direction.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIG. 5, an edge portion 21a1 (a first edge portion) on the side
where the cutout portion 2 is provided (on the end portion 2d
side) out of the edge portion (the wall portion 21a) of the
surface 20 on the end portion 2¢ side (see FIGS. 3 and 4)
opposite the end portion 2e is positioned further towards the
end portion 2e side than the cutout portion 27. As illustrated in
FIGS. 3 t0 5, an edge portion 21a2 (a second edge portion) on
the side where the cutout portion 2r is not provided (on the
end portion 2f'side or the side opposite to the cutout portion 27
across the projecting portion 215) is provided at a position
where a straight line is formed with the edge portion 21a1. An
edge portion 214 of the projecting portion 215 is positioned
further towards the end portion 2¢ side than the edge portions
21al and 2142. Furthermore, in the first embodiment, as an
example, the edge portion 2p of the opening 2a on the end
portion 2e side extends to the both sides of the projecting
portion 215 corresponding to the operation input module 20a
(the touch pad 205) in the longer direction (the X direction)
straddling the projecting portion 215 and is formed linearly
along the longer direction. By such a configuration, in the first
embodiment, as an example, the edge portions 21al and 2142
are separated from the edge portion 2p of the opening 2a on
the end portion 2e side, and groove portions 20, 205, and 20k
(recess) extending along the longer direction (the X direction)
are formed between the keys 3a of the key module 3 exposed
through the opening 2a and the surface 20. This makes it
easier to prevent the fingers of the user and such from moving
from the surface 20 side towards the keys 3a side. Moreover,
as an example, the area between the edge portion 2p and the
edge portions 21al and 2142 (i.e., the boundary portion 21)
can be used more effectively as an area to arrange the opera-
tion input module 20q (the touch pad 205) and the keys 3a (an
areato be expanded or an area where a part thereof’is present).
For example, appearance is likely to be improved with the
edge portion 2p and the edge portions 21al and 2142 lined up
linearly.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1 to 4, the projecting portion 215 corresponding to the
operation input module 20q (the touch pad 206) is facing the
key 3a (a space key 3a4) that is longer than the other keys 3a
in the longer direction (the longest in the longer direction, as
an example, in the first embodiment). Therefore, in accor-
dance with the first embodiment, as an example, the keys 3a
adjacent to the space key 3a4 (the keys 3a other than the space
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key 3a4) are likely to be prevented from being operated by the
fingers and such operating the touch pad 205. A surface 22
corresponding to the projecting portion 215 (a top surface, a
surface, or a second supporting surface portion) is positioned
on the opening 2a side of the touch pad 205 and is aligned
with the groove portions 20i and 20% in a direction (the X
direction) intersecting a direction (the Y direction) in which
the opening 2a and the palm rests 204 (placement portions or
supporting surfaces) are aligned. The surface 22 and the sur-
face 20 are aligned on the same plane, i.e., being flush with
each other.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIG. 8, the key module 3 is formed in a quadrangular shape (a
rectangular shape, as an example, in the first embodiment).
The key module 3 comprises a plate-like supporting member
354 (a supporting portion, a sheet, a cover, a base, a plate, or a
frame) in a quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as an
example, in the first embodiment), and the keys 3a (operating
portions or operators) supported to go in and out (to project
and retract, to be displaceable, or to go forward and back) on
a surface (not depicted) on one side of the supporting member
3b. The keys 3a are held in a projected state (in a raised state)
by resilient members not illustrated, and are retracted (low-
ered) by a push operation (a compressing operation, a
depressing operation, or a holding-down operation) with the
fingers and such. When the keys 3a are compressed, signals
corresponding to such keys 3a (input signals) are output.

In the first embodiment, as an example, the key module 3
(the supporting member 3b) comprises, in a planar view (in a
frontal view in FIG. 8), four end portions 3¢ to 3/ (sides or
edge portions) and four corners 3g to 3; (protruding portions,
rounded portions, or end portions). The end portions 3¢ and
3e are both ends of the key module 3 in the shorter direction
and are examples of longer sides. The end portions 3d and 3/
are both ends of the key module 3 in the longer direction and
are examples of shorter sides. The end portions 3¢ and 3e
extend between the end portions 34 and 3f and intersect
(orthogonally, as an example, in the first embodiment) with
the end portions 3d and 37 The end portions 34 and 3/ extend
between the end portions 3¢ and 3e and intersect (orthogo-
nally, as an example, in the first embodiment) with the end
portions 3¢ and 3e.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIG. 8, on the key module 3, the keys 3a in a quadrangular
shape (in a square shape or a rectangular shape) aligned along
the longer direction (the X direction) in a planar view are
arranged in a plurality of rows (six rows, as an example, in the
first embodiment) in the shorter direction (the Y direction).
The key module 3 in the first embodiment comprises a first
area Al in which a plurality of keys 3al (3a, first keys) are
aligned along the longer direction at a constant pitch pl (a
distance between the centers of the keys 3a or a first pitch),
and a second area A2 in which a pitch p2 (a distance between
the centers of the keys 3a or a second pitch) of keys 3a2 (3a,
second keys) positioned on the end side of the first area Al in
the longer direction and adjacent to one another is shorter than
the pitch in the first area A1. Consequently, as an example, at
least for the first area Al, the keys 3a are made easier to
operate and erroneous operations of the keys 3a are likely to
be prevented. In the first embodiment, as an example, the keys
3a that input alphabets A to Z and numbers 0 to 9 are included
in the first area A1l. The second area A2 may be referred to as
an area that includes the keys 342 having a length shorter
(smaller) in the longer direction (the X direction) than the
length of the keys 3a1 in the first area Al.

In the first embodiment, as an example, the key module 3 is
provided with the projecting portion 3% where the end portion
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3e on the end portion 3d side projects partly. In the projecting
portion 3%, the keys 3a3 (+ key, cursor keys, scroll keys,
navigation keys, and in the first embodiment, as an example,
< key, | key, | key, and — key) are arranged. As illustrated
in FIG. 2, on the end portion 24 side of the edge portion 2p of
the opening 2a on the end portion 2e side, the cutout portion
2r corresponding to (accommodating) the projecting portion
3k is provided.

In the first embodiment, as an example, on the end portions
3¢ and 3e of the key module 3, engaging portions 3m (claw
portions, bosses, protrusions, or projecting portions) are pro-
vided. On the wall portion 2, engaging portions 2s (holes or
recesses, see FIG. 5) corresponding to the engaging portions
3m are provided. On the wall portion 2, engaging portions 2¢
(claw portions, bosses, protrusions, or projecting portions,
see F1G. 3) are further provided. In the first embodiment, as an
example, the engaging portions 3m engage with the engaging
portions 2s and the supporting member 35 engages with the
engaging portions 27 to integrate the key module 3 with the
wall portion 2.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 9 and 10, the input receiver 1 in which the key module
3 is integrated with the wall portion 2 is attached to (mounted
on) the electronic device 10. The input receiver 1 is attached
to the electronic device 10, for example, by binding tools (as
an example, screws not depicted) or a snap-fit mechanism. In
the first embodiment, as an example, the electronic device 10
is configured as a so-called notebook personal computer. The
electronic device 10 comprises a firsthousing 11 and a second
housing 12. Specifically, the first housing 11 (a first portion)
houses at least a part of a display device 4. The second
housing 12 houses substrates 6 (see FIG. 9). On the second
housing 12, the input receiver 1 is fitted.

The first housing 11 and the second housing 12 are rotat-
ably connected by a hinge portion 7 (a connecting portion, a
coupling portion, a rotatably supporting portion, a hinge
mechanism, a connecting mechanism, a coupling mecha-
nism, or arotatably supporting mechanism). The first housing
11 and the second housing 12 are rotatably connected by the
hinge portion 7 at least between an expanded state illustrated
in FIG. 10 and a folded state not depicted. In the first embodi-
ment, as an example, the hinge portion 7 connects the first
housing 11 and the second housing 12 such that the housings
are rotatable about a rotation axis Ax. A display screen 4a of
the display device 4 is exposed through an opening 117 pro-
vided on a front surface 11a (a frontal surface, a front face, a
first surface, or a first face portion) of the first housing 11. Ina
folded state, the first housing 11 and the second housing 12
overlap with each other, and the display screen 4a, the key
module 3, the touch pad 204, the click buttons 20c, and others
are hidden by the first housing 11 and the second housing 12.
In an expanded state, the display screen 4a, the key module 3,
the touch pad 204, the click buttons 20c¢, and others are
available for use (become visible or operational).

The first housing 11, in the first embodiment, as an
example, as illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, is configured in a
quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as an example, in
the firstembodiment) in a frontal view and in a back view. The
first housing 11, in the first embodiment, as an example, is
configured as a flat rectangular parallelepiped shape. The first
housing 11 comprises the front surface 11a (a surface, a
frontal surface, a front face, a first surface, or a first face
portion) and a rear surface (a surface, aback surface, a second
surface, or a second face portion, not depicted) on the oppo-
site side of the front surface 11a. The front surface 11a and the
rear surface are approximately in parallel with each other. The
firsthousing 11 further comprises four end portions 11cto 111
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(sides or edge portions) and four corners 11g to 11 (protrud-
ing portions, rounded portions, or end portions). The end
portions 11c¢ and 11e are examples of longer sides. The end
portions 114 and 11f are examples of shorter sides.

The firsthousing 11 further comprises a wall portion 114 (a
first portion, a plate, a frame, a front wall portion, a surface
wall portion, or a top wall portion) having the front surface
11a and a wall portion 11m (a second portion, a plate, a rear
wall portion, a back wall portion, or a bottom wall portion)
having the rear surface. The wall portion 11% is in a rectan-
gular-like shape (a rectangular shape, as an example, in the
first embodiment). The first housing 11 comprises four wall
portions 11z (third portions, plates, side wall portions, end
wall portions, standing wall portions, or span portions) hav-
ing surfaces 11p (side surfaces, circumferential surfaces, or
third surfaces) extending between the wall portion 114 and
the wall portion 11m. On the wall portion 114, the opening
117 in a quadrangular shape, as an example, is provided.
Therefore, the wall portion 11%1is in a quadrangular shape and
in a frame shape. The first housing 11 can be composed of
metallic or synthetic resin material, for example.

Inthe first embodiment, as an example, on the front surface
11a of'the first housing 11, a camera module 13 (a camera or
animaging device) can be provided. The camera module 13 is
exposed through an opening 11s provided on the wall portion
11k of the first housing 11. On the surfaces 11p of the first
housing 11, connectors and operating portions can be pro-
vided.

In the first embodiment, as an example, the display screen
4a of the display device 4 (a display module, a display, or a
panel) positioned on the front surface 11a side is exposed
towards the front (outside) of the first housing 11 through the
opening 117. The user can view the display screen 4a through
the opening 117 from the frontal side. The display device 4 is
configured in a quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as an
example, in the first embodiment) in a frontal view. The
display device 4 is further configured as a rectangular paral-
lelepiped shape being thin and flat in a front/back direction.
The display device 4, for example, is a liquid crystal display
(LCD) or an organic electro-luminance display (OELD).

In the first embodiment, as an example, on the front side (a
surface side or the wall portion 114 side) of the display device
4, an input operation panel 5 (as an example, a touch-screen,
atouch sensor, or an operation surface) is provided. The input
operation panel 5 is configured in a transparent and relatively
thin quadrangular shape covering the display screen 4a. An
operator (for example, a user) can execute input process by
performing an operation of touching, pressing, or rubbing the
input operation panel 5 with a finger or a component (for
example, a stylus, not depicted), or moving the finger or the
stylus near the input operation panel 5. The light emitted from
the display screen 4a of the display device 4 passes through
the input operation panel 5 and goes out ahead (outside) of the
first housing 11 through the opening 117 of the wall portion
11%. The input operation panel 5 is an example of an input
module.

The second housing 12, in the first embodiment, as an
example, as illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, is configured in a
quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as an example, in
the first embodiment) in frontal view and in a back view. The
second housing 12, in the first embodiment, as an example, is
further configured as a flat rectangular parallelepiped shape.
The second housing 12 comprises the surface 20 (a top sur-
face, a front face, a first surface, or a first face portion) and a
lower surface (a surface, a back surface, a second surface, or
asecond face portion, not depicted) on the opposite side of the
surface 20. The surface 20 and the lower surface are approxi-
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mately in parallel with each other. The second housing 12, as
illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, further comprises four end
portions 12¢ to 12f'(sides or edge portions) and four corners
12g to 12/ (protruding portions, rounded portions, or end
portions) in a frontal view. The end portions 12¢ and 12¢ are
examples of longer sides. The end portions 124 and 12f are
examples of shorter sides.

The second housing 12 further comprises the wall portion
2 (a first wall portion, a plate, a frame, a front wall portion, a
surface wall portion, or a top wall portion) having the surface
20 and a wall portion 12m (a second wall portion, a plate, a
rear wall portion, a back wall portion, or a bottom wall por-
tion, see FIG. 9) having the lower surface. The wall portions
2 and 12m are in a quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as
an example, in the first embodiment). The second housing 12
further comprises four wall portions 127 (third portions,
plates, side wall portions, end wall portions, standing wall
portions, or span portions) having surfaces 12p (side surfaces,
circumferential surfaces, third surfaces) extending between
the wall portion 2 and the wall portion 12m. On the first
housing 11 side (on the end portion 12¢ side) of the input
receiver 1, a cover 12¢ is placed.

The first housing 11 and the second housing 12 can be
composed of metallic or synthetic resin material, for
example. On the inner side of the first housing 11 and the
second housing 12, wall portions such as ribs (projecting
portions or projecting wall portions, not depicted) can be
provided. These wall portions facilitate an increase in the
rigidity of the first housing 11 and the second housing 12.

In the first embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10,
connectors 14 can be provided on the surfaces 12p of the
second housing 12, as an example. The connectors 14, for
example, can be a connector for a power supply cable, a
universal serial bus (USB) connector, a card connector, and
connectors for earphones and a microphone. The connectors
14 are exposed through openings 12s provided on the wall
portions 127 of the second housing 12.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIG. 9, inside the second housing 12 and on the reverse side
(a downside, a rear side, or the wall portion 12m side) of the
input receiver 1, one or more of the substrates 6 (circuit
substrates, control substrates, main substrates, electrical
components, first electrical components) are housed. The
substrates 6 are provided in parallel with the key module 3.
The substrates 6 are provided in a condition away from the
wall portions 2, 12m, 12»r, and such, in other words, in a
condition where spaces (clearances) are formed with the wall
portions 2, 12m, 12n, and such.

In the first embodiment, as an example, on the substrates 6,
for example, a plurality of components (not depicted) includ-
ing a central processing unit (CPU), a graphics controller,
power supply circuit components, a platform controller hub
(PCH), amemory slot connector, an LCD connector, an input/
output (I/0) connector, a power coil, elements, and connec-
tors can be mounted. Furthermore, a control circuit can
include, for example, a video signal processing circuit, a
tuner, a high-definition multimedia interface (HDMI) signal
processor, an audio video (AV) input terminal, a remote con-
trol signal receiver, a controller, a selector, an on-screen dis-
play interface, a storage module (for example, a read only
memory (ROM), a random access memory (RAM), a hard
disk drive (HDD), and a solid state drive (SSD)), and an audio
signal processing circuit. The control circuit controls the out-
put of video (such as movies or still pictures) on the display
screen 4a of the display device 4, the output of audio from a
speaker (not depicted), light emission of a light emitting
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diode (LED, not depicted), for example. The display device 4,
the speaker, and the LED are examples of output modules.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIG. 11, the inner side of the housing of the wall portions 12»
of'the second housing 12 is overlapped with the wall portions
2k and 2m (the wall portion 2k only is depicted in FIG. 11) of
the input receiver 1. On the top portion 2z, a projecting
portion 2u (a claw portion, a catching portion, or an engaging
portion) jutting towards the outside of the housing over the
wall portion 127 is provided. In the first embodiment, as an
example, the projecting portion 2u overlapping the wall por-
tion 127 in a thickness direction of the second housing 12
makes the wall portion 127 of the second housing 12 and the
wall portion 2 of the input receiver 1 engage with each other
in the thickness direction of the second housing 12. In accor-
dance with the first embodiment, as an example, because the
wall portions 12 overlap the wall portions 2k and 2m, the
rigidity and strength of the wall portions 12 of the second
housing 12 are likely to be increased.

In the first embodiment, as an example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 12 to 14, on the reverse side of the portion of the wall
portion 2 where the operation input module 20a is provided,
two sensors 15 (a detecting module, or a touch sensor mod-
ule) and a substrate 16 are provided. The sensor 15 has a size
and a shape corresponding to the touch pad 206 and is formed
in a quadrangular shape (a rectangular shape, as an example,
in the first embodiment). The sensor 15 is provided on a rear
surface 2v of the portion of the wall portion 2 where the touch
pad 2056 is provided, for example, by bonding. By the sensor
15, the movement of a finger, a component, and such on the
touch pad 205 is detected. The surface of the sensor 15 on the
surface 20 side is a detecting area Sa (see FIG. 2). More
specifically, a portion of the sensor 15 extends further towards
the opening 2q side (the end portion 2¢ side) than the palm
rests 20d. The detecting area Sa is covered with at least a
portion of the surface 20 and at least a portion of the surface
22. A signal in response to the detection result is fed to the
substrates 6 in the second housing 12 via wiring 17a and 175,
wiring patterns of the substrate 16, and others. This configu-
ration for transmitting signals between the sensor 15 and the
substrates 6 in the second housing 12 via the substrate 16
facilitates, as an example, an increase in the degree of free-
dom in layout of the wiring 17a and 175 and various compo-
nents.

In the first embodiment, as an example, operators 20e
(movable portions, operating portions, or receiving portions)
of'the two click buttons 20c are housed in a cutout portion 2w
(an opening, or a first opening) provided at the end portion 2e
of the wall portion 2. In other words, the operators 20e are
exposed through the cutout portion 2w. On the wall portion 2,
a bridge portion 2x (see FIG. 14) is provided. The bridge
portion 2x extends along the end portion 2e (in the longer
direction or the X direction) between both ends of the cutout
portion 2w at a position further towards the inner side of the
housing (an off position in the thickness direction of the wall
portion 2) than the cutout portion 2w. The substrate 16 is
formed in a belt-like shape and has a width and a length
corresponding to the bridge portion 2x. The substrate 16 can
be attached to the reverse side of the bridge portion 2x (on the
opposite side of the surface 20 or the inner side of the hous-
ing) via, for example, binding tools 18 (for example, screws),
double-sided adhesive tapes, or adhesive. In the first embodi-
ment, as an example, on the bridge portion 2x, binding por-
tions 20/ (for example, female screw holes) are provided. On
the bridge portion 2x, cutout portions 2y (openings) are fur-
ther provided. A projecting portion 20f provided on the opera-
tor 20e is provided corresponding to the cutout portion 2y. On
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the substrate 16, push switches (not depicted) are provided at
the positions facing the projecting portions 20f through the
cutout portions 2y. From the operator 20e, arm portions 20g
(supporting portions or support portions) extend. The ends of
the arm portions 20g are bound to arm portions 2z (supporting
portions) provided on the wall portion 2 by welding or the
like. The operator 20e of the click button 20c¢ can go in and out
(project and retract, be displaced, or go forward and back) as
the arm portions 20g resiliently bend. Furthermore, as an
example, the operator 20e is held at a position approximately
in line with the surface 20 when no pushing force is applied.
When the operator 20e¢ is depressed towards the reverse side
of'the wall portion 2 (an inner side of the housing) by the user,
the operator 20e is displaced to a position recessed from the
surface 20 (a retracted position, a compressed position, or an
inner side position) accompanied by elastic deformation of at
least one of the arm portions 20g or the arm portions 2z. When
the pressing force is released, the operator 20e returns from
the retracted position to the initial position (an out position, or
an outer side position) lying in line with the surface 20 by the
elastic force of at least one of the arm portions 20g or the arm
portions 2z. When the operator 20e is at the retracted position,
the projecting portion 20f pushes the push switch.

As described above, in the first embodiment, as an
example, the input receiver 1 comprises the wall portion 2 and
the key module 3, and the key module 3 comprises the first
area Al in which the pitch of the keys 3a along the longer
direction (the X direction) is constant and the second area A2
in which the distance between the keys 3a positioned on the
end portion 24 side of the first area A1l in the longer direction
and adjacent to one another in the longer direction is shorter
than the pitch in the first area Al. Consequently, in accor-
dance with the first embodiment, as an example, obtainable is
the input receiver 1 in which the ease of typing on the keys 3a
is not likely to be impaired even when the unit is down-sized.

Moreover, the various modules of the systems described
herein can be implemented as software applications, hard-
ware and/or software modules, or components on one or more
computers, such as servers. While the various modules are
illustrated separately, they may share some or all of the same
underlying logic or code.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions. For example, as illustrated in a modification
illustrated in FIG. 15, the sensor 15 provided on the rear
surface of the surface 20 can project further towards the key
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module 3 side (the end portion 2¢ side) than the edge portion
21al of the surface 20 without providing the projecting por-
tion 215 (see FIG. 1). Furthermore, the specifications (such as
the construction, type, direction, shape, size, length, width,
thickness, height, number of pieces, arrangement, position,
and material) of each of the constituent elements can be
implemented with appropriate changes.

What is claimed is:

1. An input receiver comprising:

a cover comprising:
one end; and
an other end, wherein

an opening is close to a side of the one end, and
a palm rest and a receiving surface are close to a side
of the other end;

a key module, wherein
a plurality of keys are exposed through the opening;

a detector, wherein
a detecting area capable of detecting an external input
operation is covered with the receiving surface, and
a button comprising a plurality of arms, wherein
anend of each of the arms is bounded to an end of each
of a plurality of support portions provided on the
covet,
the support portions are projected from an edge por-
tion of the detector to a position where the arms are
covered with the detector, and
the button is off the cover and exposed.

2. The input receiver of claim 1, wherein tips of the keys are

at about a same height as the palm rest.

3. The input receiver of claim 1, wherein the detecting area

is attached to the cover via an adhesive member.

4. An electronic device comprising:

a housing comprising a wall portion, wherein
the wall portion comprises:

one end; and
an other end, wherein
an opening is close to a side of the one end, and
a palm rest and a receiving surface are close to a
side of the other end;
a key module, wherein a plurality of keys are exposed
through the opening;
a detector, wherein a detecting area capable of detecting an
external input operation is covered with the receiving
surface; and
a button comprising a plurality of arms, wherein
an end of each of the arms is bounded to an end of each
of a plurality of support portions provided on the wall
portion,

the support portions are projected from an edge portion
of the detector to a position where the arms are cov-
ered with the detector, and

the button is off the wall portion and exposed.
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